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Objections against the explanation of 
the deluge, stated and answered, together 
with several reasons in confirmation of it. 

(Refered to page 331.) 

Objection, 1. If the deluge was occasion- 
ed by the sinking of the solid matter of the 
lobe, and forcing the water from the inte- 
rior, together with the forty day’s rain ;— 
why is it that any of the land is now above 
the surface of water ? 

Answer. In the vastness of the solid mat- 
ter in the globe, it is reasonable to suppose 
that many changes must take place .espe- 
cially in its mixed state with the water) be- 
fore it should become fixed and parmanent; 
that while at one time, it'was enveloped in 
water which occasioned the deluge ; yet by 
iis action to occupy all the spaces which 
remained to be filled up, some of the matter 
should be forced upward from the center,so 
as to form the Continents and Islands,which 
now appéar. The motion of vast bodies 
to attaina permanent situation have this 
effect ; thus the Continents and Islands 
were forced upward from the centre, and 
and now reston the solid foundation of lar- 
ver bodies. The settling of those larger 
bodies and forcing up the land, which now 
appears, form those vast depths, which are 
now the receptacle for the gathering to- 
gether of the water. 

A proof of the foregoing seems to be cer- 
tain from what we observe in many things 
with which we are conversant. ‘Thus in 
large masses of ice, whether in the ocean or 
in rivers, the motion of them, and their com- 
ing in contact with each other, forces them 
up from the surface of the water, into large 
and elevated heights ; and yet those at the 
bottom rest on a watery foundation; where- 
as it is presumed that the solid parts of our 
earth rest now_upon the eenter. 

It appears, then, that it is not marvelous 
that the land, in part, is now above the 
water, which part during the deluge was 
immersed under the water. 

To what can we impute the phenomena 
discovered in rocks and mountains many 
leagues from the sea,and in great elevations; 
but only that those rocks and mountains 
once were under water, and those marine 
appearances, then had their origin. 








’ ‘This seems to be a strong reason in favor 
of our hypothesis. 

The appearances of water, or which we 
can impute to no other cause; are as evi- 
dent here and are as general as they are in 
any part of the globe; I mean the intervales, 
or meadows, or prairies, which could never 
be formed by any other natural cause than 
that of the deluge. 

The expression of Moses convinces me 
that the deluge was universal. “ Under 
the whole heavens,” is as strong an expres- 
sion of universality as can be uttered in re- 
gard to this point ; and it is difficult for me 
to conceive, how Moses, under the influence 
of inspiration,could make such an assertion, 
if an universal deluge over all the earth was 
not intended. This general deluge accounts 
for all the different strata, shells, fishes,trees, 
&c. which have been discovered many fath- 
oms under ground, and many leagues from 
the sea : it likewise accounts for the mead- 
ows, and in a great measure, for the exter- 
nal appearance on the surface of the globe; 
with the cause of rivers, &c. 

Objection, 2. If the deluge were the ef- 
fect of a natural cause or causes ; what se- 
curity is there to man that it will not take 
place again ? 

On the principle of natural cause and ef- 
fect, we argue that at the flood and during 
its continuance, the earthy and solid parts 
of the globe were so settled together, thata 
repetition of the same calamity, in the same 
way could never happen again. This is our 
reason on the principle of natural causeand 
effect. But we have the strongest assurance 
that it never will again happen, in the prom- 
ise of the Almighty. And I will establish 
my covenant with you ; neither shall all 
flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a 
flood: neither shall there any more be a 
flood of water to destroy the earth. Gen. ix. 
1. 

Thus we have assurance that the earth 
will never more be drowned by the waters 
of a flood. : 

Many have objected against an universal 
deluge, for this reason, that the inhabitants, 
then, were but few, and these extended over 
a small part of the earth. What need, say 
they, of an universal deluge, if that weré 
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the case. Although there is no one, who{ 
can calculate with any positive degree of | 
certainty as to the némber of the autedilu- | 
vians ; yet there are two considerations, 
from which we may form ‘some estimate ; 
first, the age of the world at the deluge, viz. 
1656 years. Secondly, the longevity of its 
inhabitants. This empire, in America, 
from small beginnings, while our lives are 
short, our losses by war very great and in 
the eight part of the time of the old world, 
have increased to about 10,000,000; at 
the same rate to what would our number a- 
mount in 1656 years ? 

Although there must be much uncevtain- 
ty in the case, yet I am of opinion that the 
number of the antediluvians was much 
greater than is. generally imagined ;_ the 
length of time from the creation to the dcl- 
uge (1656 years,) which is eight times the 
period of the American settlement ; togeth- 
er with the longevity of its inhabitants, and 
the great probability of less destruction of 
lives by wars and pestilence ; incline me 
to believe (with several eminent writers) 
that the earth was as generally settled and 
the inhabitants as numerous before the del- 
uge, as they are at present, or have been at 
any time since. If this hypothesis be true. 
it will argue the necessity of an universal 
deluge. 








REMARKS. 

The deluge was truly aremarkable event, 
and may remind us of the fluctuating and 
uncertain nature ofall sublunary enjoyments; 
and ofthe liability of every earthly com- 
fort to disappear, to be changed and to dis- 
appoint us. It may teach us, likewise, that 
our only consclation, in times of great ca- 
lamity and public distress, will arise from a 
confidence in the Almighty, and a firm de- 
pendence or: his protection. 
The promise, that the earth should no 
more be destroyed by the waters of a flood, 
argues the regard, which the divine Beihy 
manifests to his rational creatures, as a 
foundation for future security against so aw- 
ful an event. , : 

The promise is made, that the earth shall 
no more, be deluged by a flood of water ; 
and 4s was the case with the promise to A-| 
braham, that it was confirmed by an oath +} 
so, in this.case, the promise\is made and} 
the bow in the cloud is appointed asa cdn- 
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shall no more become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. Gen. ix. 14,15. ‘Thus the rain-bow 
isa token for safety from a flood and for 
good in future. 
Let us remember that as atoken for Spir- 
itual and endless good to mankind, “ there 
isa rain-bow round abeut the Throne.” 
i piror. 
Por the Gospel Advocate, 

One remarkable instance of Popish arti. 
fice I shail beg leave to give for the Gospel 
Advocate,which is this. At the time thatFope 
Pau V. had laid the Venitians under an 
interdict, and when that state was upon the 
point of separating from the church of Rome. 
the Jesuit Canarra printed at Venice 
some theses in philosophy, with this incrip- 
tion, PAULO Y. VICE DLO Christiana 
Reipublica Monarcha invielissimo, and 
Pontificae Omnipotenicae Conservatori 
acernimo. ‘To Paul V. the vice God, the 
must invincible Monarch of the christian 
commonwealth, and most zealous opposer 
of the Papal omnipotency. TI find that it 
was then observed by Bishop Brpext, then 
at Venice, that the numeral letters of the 
first words PAULO V. VICE DEO made 
exactly 666, the number of the beast in the 
revelations. Then this mark of the Pope‘s 
being Anricnist, flew over Italy ; but lest 
it shonld take too much among the people, 
the Pope caused it to be given out, that An- 
tichrist was at that very time born in Baby- 
lon, of the tribe of Dan, and was coming 
with a vast army to subdue Christendom; 
wherefore all christian princes should be 
warned to prepare themselves for resisting 
so great an invasion. This was so conf 
dently asserted, that it stifled all the effects 
which were dreaded from the foregoing ob- 
servation. See Bishop Burnet’s life of Be- 
dell, and Andrew Meaghor’s Popish Mass. 
I note St. Paul speaks of Antichrist thus, 
2 Thes. 2, 3, 4. “ Let no man deceive you 
by any means 3 for that day shall not conte 
except there come a falling away first, and 
the man of sin be revealed, the son of divis- 
ion who opposeth and exalteth himself a- 
bove all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped: so that he as Ged sitteth in the 
temple (or church) of God shéwing himself 
that he is God 5 giving heed te doctrines oi 


demons,” .1 ‘Fim. 4 





tinual rign ofits fulfiliment, And it shall 
come to pass, when [ bring a cloud over the | 
éarth, that the bow shall be seen in the; 
cloud: and I will remember my covenant, ' 
which is between me and you. and every’ 
living creature of all flesh, and the watersi 


Again,St. John, Rev. 9, says, that chris 
tians. will, in the latter times, depart from 
the faith, giving heed to the doctrines of de- 
mons. forbidding to marry, commanding to 
abstain from meats, and ‘worshipping idols 
of gold and silver, and brass, and stone, and 
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wood, which can neither see, nor hear, nor 
walk. Now it is certain, that christians 
never worshipped evil spirits or devils.— 
‘Therefore the demons, spoken of here, are 
the angels and saints that are worshipped 
by christians; and consequently the word 
demon, even among the sacred writers, did 
not signify an evil spirit or devil. 

St. Epiphanius says, that St. Paul’s pro- 
phecy, as aforesaid, was fulfilled upon tlie 
Collyridians, inasmuch as by their offering 
a cake of the Virgin Mary, they gave heed 
to, and revived, the doctrine of worshipping 
demons. Now it is certain, that neither E- 
piphanius,nor theCollyridians considered the 
Virgin as an evil spirit or devil. Therefore 
itis incontestible, that the word daimons, 
daimonia, or demons, signified not only e- 
vil spirits, or devils, but also gods and god- 
desses, deified men and women.—J. H. E. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


Luke xiv. 24. For J say unto you that 
none of those men, that are bidden, shail 
taste of my supper. 


A supper is made at or near the close of 
the day; and it was the supper of the gOs- 
pel feast, made near the close of the day of 
the law, or legal dispensation ; unto which 
the Jews were invited, and did not come in 
—the gentiles were then bidden and came 
—but yet there was room left for the Jews, 
who shall be last to the feast, under the gos~ 
pel dispensation. Although the publicans, 
and harlots go into the kingdom of God be- 
fore them ; yet that declaration implies that 
they shall enter in afterwards. For the last 
shall be first and the first shall be last ; i.e. 
_ ihe last bidden shall be first to the feast,and 
the first bidden shall be last to the feast of 
jut things made to all people. 





we and you there isa great gulf fixed; 
so that they that would pass from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they pass to us 
that would come from ihence. 


That the case of the rich man was a 
piece of real history, related by Christ, I 
once admitted until brought to the follow 
ing considerations : 

ist."Phat the particularizing of individuals 
Was not the manner of Chfist’s teaching— 
but on the contrary he often represented na- 
tons by individuals. 

2d. ‘That he always spoke very sparing- 
'v of another state of existence. 


3d. That if the rich man. died literally, | 


and that he should lift up his eyes in a lit- 


- 


“eral hell, having yet eyes and a tungue sus 


ceptible of pain by a literal fire, to me is in- 
conceivable. _ 

4th. That there is no account given of 
Lazarus being buried ; but that he died and 
was carried by angels into Abraham’s bo- 
som, which would be quite a literal incon- 
venience. 

These reflections, with several others, in- 
creasing in absurdity, in a literal point of 
view, constrained me to allow that itis a 
parable. 

Ist. The manor people to which this 
parable is applicable, may be proved by 
their having Moses and the prophets as their 
teachers. 

2d. By the dress and sumptuous living, 
the rich man appears to be the high priest 
of the Jewish nation ; and the five brethren 
the five religious sectaries, into which their 
nation was divided. . 

3d. Not long after this parable was de- 


livered, the high priest, as a leader of one 


of those sectaries, and the chief of the na- 
tion, died ecclesiastically, and the pomp and 
the functions of his office ceased, and was 


buried. And his lifting up his eyes in hell, - 


represents a situation of great distress, like 
David and Jonah, who had both experienc. 
ed of the pains of hell—and the rich man 
seeing Abraham afar off, is set forth the 
wide distance they had wandered from A- 
braham and his God. 

4th. The gentile world is represented by 
Lazarus, full of spiritual sores, but he died 
as to his former mode of living, or ceased 
to be a beggar, and was carried by angels 
or messengers of grace into Abraham’s bo- 
som, not as a beggar, but as a son and an 
heir of that gospel grace,which God preach- 


_ed to Abraham, saying, “In thee and in 
thy seed, shall all the families of the earth 
d , : | be blessed. 

Luke xvi. 26. Besides all this, between’ 


Sth. The gulf fixed is the decree of God, 
in the distance of time, betwixt the rejection 
and cutting off of the Jews and their having 
their unbelief taken itvay, and being again 
received into the kingdom of grace, and 
they be prepared to say, blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 


S. M, R. 

Folly is set in great dignity, andthe rich 
sit in low place. 

Ifthe iron be blunt, and he do not whet 
the edge, then mst he put to the more 
strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct. 

A fool also is full of words: a man can- 
not tell what shall be; and what shall be 
after him, who can tell him ? 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 

To the Rev. M. P. Squier, of Buffalo. 

Sir: On the 18th inst. 1 addressed to 
you, through the columns of this paper, a 
few questions upon the subject of your ex- 
planation of the parable of the Wheat and 
Tares. That sermon you preached at the 
Presbyterian meeting house, in this village, 
on the 12th day of this month; and as your 
opinions and mine do not agree upon the 
meaning of that parable, I applied to you 
for farther information. This is the way 
you teach us to seek knowledge upon reli- 
gious subjects, and I am not a little surpris- 
ed that you should refuse to answer my que- 
ries, and thus relieve me from uncertainty. 
T stated to you, in my last, that the editor 
of this paper would gladly give place to 
your answer; and that I should wait very 
anxiously for the next number of it for your 
solution of the difficulties I had mentioned. 
Knowing you were not a subscriber for the 
Gospel Advocate, my printer took pains to 
forward you the number containing my ad- 
dress to you, to prevent the possibility of its 
escaping your notice—since which I have 
not heard personally from you ! 

When youcame to Buffalo, Sir, you came 
of your own accord, and voluntarily offered 
yourself to us as a teacher in religion. In 
the course of your ministrations you taught, 
on the 12th ult. in your sermon on the par- 
able of the wheat and tares,a doctrine which 
many of your hearers did not believe; and 
J, having been taught by you so todo, appli- 
ed to you for an answer to some objections 
that had presented themselves to my mind. 
This I did through a public print, rather 
than in a private, verbal manner, because 
I know many other persons who diflered 
from you just as I did, and F deemed it eas- 
ier for you to satisfy all at once upon the 
subject, than to answer each person in his 
turn as he should apply to you. 

Now, Sir, if you will not answer my 
doubts raised by your preaching, will you 
have the goodness to let me know what 
course I am to take? Some of those who 
think with you have said that my queries to 
you were only “ part of a plan of the Uni- 
versalists, to work themselves into notice,” 
but this is so simple that I can hardly sup- 
pose that it was said by your direction, as 
has been suggested. Be that as it may, the 
public are satisfied that my interrogations 
were the result of a laudable desire to aim 
at the truth, whatever that may be, upon 
the subject ; and you may rest assured that 
the people will hold a public teacher ac- 
countable for his sentiments. The eyes of 
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community, therefore, are Upon yous no} 
will they be withdrawn, so long as you teach, 
what your hearers cannot believe, and ye 
refuse to explain your sentiments when je. 
quested. 1 will briefly recapitulate the 
prominent positions you assumed in the ser. 
mon upon the parable of the Wheat and 
'Tares, and then see how far they willt 
with common sense. 

You taught that God made righteous men, 
and the Devil made wicked men; and that 
God, as the owner of this carth put the men 
he had made upon it. This dene, the Devil, 
having, as | suppose no earth on which to 
put his children, which he had madevwatch- 
ed his opportunity, and when no one say 
him, slily conveyed to this earth all the hu. 
man beings he had created, and lett them 
upon another creator’s land! Here thes 
all, both righteous and wicked, spend thes 
lives together, naxing promiscuously, until 
called away by the death of the body: at 
which time God will take charge of the 
whele, arraign and try them all, and send 
such as the Devil had made, home to thei 
father, who you represent to be living in a 
great fire, which burns continually, and in 
which these creatures, with their creator, 
must always subsist. though in the utmost 
personal misery. All this is embraced in 
the positions assumed by you, Sir, in your 
sermon on the 12thinst. This burning you 
tell us if inflicted as a punishment for our 
sin against God. Wiil you have the good- 
ness, Mr. Squier, to inforth me by whet av 
thority one creator claims obedience from 
human beings made by another creator ?— 
Is it not trespassing upon the rights of the 
Devil, for God to arraign and try his sub- 
jects, that have brought ‘into existence by 
his (the Devil’s) own creative power ?— 
Would a God of justice, ever be guilty of 


ally 


| thus meddling with what of right belonged 


to another? Hf the wicked are really in- 
debted to the Devil, and kim only, for their 
creation, what possible wrong can there be 
in their adhering to the character and pa‘ 
sions of their maker ? Do you not teach 
us that the more the ‘righteous imitate the 
character of their creator the more praise 
worthy they are? 

These several questions appear to me to 
be all very proper for a parishioner to ptt 
to his parson, when they flow, as in this 
case, from the sentiment preached by that 
parson 3 and they certainly, if proper, abso 
lutely require an answer. Your avowed 
business, Sir, is to win souls to heaven ; and 
this you endeavor to do by teaching men t0 
believe and practice like yourself. Now; 
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fir, I am not able, without more informa- ' minister, to be given him, THEREFORE, 

tion, to believe as you preach, (and of course | ' for that reason, the invitation is not confined 
believe,) and yet £ am as anxious to be in | _ to members, but to all who please to come. 
the right as any one. ‘This being the case, ' Let us put this in plain english, and see how 
what excuse can you offer for suffering me , it will read: We members of the church 


to remain ignorant, when | have asked the | 
benefit of your counsel? You, doubtless, 
think { am in an error: am | not then, in. 
the very condition to need’ your advice -—_ 
it is not your business to administer to those 
who need you not, but are right already— 


will not, commonly, have any of the world’s 

people with us, when we meet together ; 
but in cases when any donations are expec- 
ted, we will ask the goats to bear us com- 
pany, that we and our preacher may have 
the benefit of some of their worldly goods, 


no; it is the man who is g going wrong that which they will thus be forced, by fashion, 
vou are bound by your station to admonish to give, as they see us giving. In conside- 
and if possible reclaim. | | Fation of this profit we will ask the goats to 
The sentiments expressed in your ser-! visit Mr. Squier, on Friday the 24th instant, 
mon, on the 12th inst, have acquired a no-' lest there should not be enough of the good 
toriety in this comm: nity equal, at least, to things of this life, bestowed by the sheep 
your most sanguine wisnes. ‘Those senti-| that will attend. 
ments do not accord with those of a major-| What a picture is this of christianity ! and 
ity of your hearers, and an expianation is! yet I defy any person to show wherein the 
therefore required at your hands ; an ex-' language of this card has been in the least 
planation, which I for one, cannot yet be- | perverted ! Mr. Squier, the person to be 
lieve you will persist in refusing. From | visited, is the presbyterian clergyman of 
my long acquaintance with you | am satis- Buffalo ; and it is due to the ingenuity of 
fied that you must-see, as readily as others, | some of ‘his flock, to say that when they saw 
that you have much more to lose than to this card they were so ashamed of it they de- 
gain by silence. If your view of the para-! clared it a forgery, published by some wick- 
ble of the wheat and tares is correct, the | ed person to injure the parties concerned. 
more you promulgate it tie better ; and ifit! This, however, was not the case, as num- 
is not correct, but you find, upon farther ex- | bers can testify, who obeyed the invitation, 
amination, that you have labored, from your | and attended. G. 
school days till now, under a mistake as to Oct. 31, 1823. 
its meaning, rest assured, Sir, that the pub- 





- lic stand ready most heartily to congratulate 


you upon the discovery of that error. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. H, 
Buffalo, Oct. 31, 1823. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
The following is a literal copy of a prin- 
ted card that was recently circulated in this 
village : 
“Circular. The annual visit to our Min- 


ister, is postponed until to-morrow, Friday , 
ihe 24th inst. at the Rev. Mr. Squrer’s inthe | 
afternoon. It is a praise-worthy practice, | 
in many congregations of recent origin, to | 


embrace this opportunity of carrying in such 
offerings, or presents, as the friends find it. 
convenient to make, in any articles which ! 
are essential to the support or comfort of a! 
family. The invitation is therefore not | 
confined to Members, but all who feel an 
interest in the cause of Christ. May God 
give his blessing upon this humble effort to 
strengthen the hands and gladden the heart 
of onr Pastor. October 23.” 
Now, reader, mark the phraseology of 
this “invitation.” As it is the practice to 
carry something, on such occasions, to the 


Anecdote.—When his Prussian Majesty 
took possession of Prague, he was survey- 
ing one of the principal cathedrals, attended 
by one of the most dignified ecclesiatics,and 
seeing the 12 apostles in rich gold habits, he 
asked the priest what was the value of the 
gilding? “Sir,” replied the priest, “ they 
are all solid gold.” Gold,” answered his 
Majesty, ‘then the apostles are put toa 





wrong use, for it was intended by their lord 
and master, they should travel all over the 
face of the earth for the public good, and 
behold, in your church they are all confined 
contrary to his order. Therefore, to fulfill 
‘their master’s order, I will have them imme- 
diately made into ducats, that they may 
travel al over the face of the earth.” Al- 
'exander said of the beard of A¢sculapius, 
‘that it was cruel to suffer his godship to 
have one of gold, in the winter, when wool 
was much warmer. 





In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper,either this 


or that, or whether they both shall be alike 








good. 
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Extract, from an Address to professed 
Christians—By Johu Campbell. 
THERE IS ONE AND ONLY ONE GOD. 

Moses points out to the children of Is- 
rael that revelation was given to them, to 
convince them of this truth ; Deut. iv. 35. 
“ Unto thee it was shewed,that thou might- 
est know that the Lord he is God, there is 
none else besides him 3” 30.‘ Know there- 
fore, this day, and consider it in thine heart, 
that the Lord he is God, in heaven above, 
and on earth beneath ; there is none else.” 
1st Sam. ii. 2..* ‘There is none holy as the 
Lord, for there is none besides thee, neither 
is there any rock like our God.” — Psal. 
86, 10, ** for thou art greatand doest won- 
drous things, thou art God alone.” — Asa. 
44, 6, “'Lhus saith the Lord,—besides me 

‘there is no God.” 4s. 45,5, “ Lam the 
Lord, and there is none else.” Verses, 06, 
14, 18,21, 22. This is aspecimen of what 
the Old Testament teaches. Let us also 
consult the New. In Mark, the 12th, we 
are informed that a seribe asked our Lord, 





sus answered him, the first of all the com- 
mandments is, “ Hear O Israel, the Lord 
our God is one Lord.” 32, * And the 
scribe said unto him, well master, thou hast | 
said the truth, for there is one God, andj 
there is none other but he,” &c. John 17,3, | 
« This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ: 
whom thou hast sent.” ist Cor. 8, 4, 6,— 
“ There is none other God but one.” “But! 
to us there is but one God the Father, of 
whom are all things. Eph. 4, 6, “ One 
God and Father of all, who is above all,and 
through all, and in you all.” 1st Sam. 2,5, 
« There is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men,the man Christ Jesus.” 
These passages besides many more which 
might be quoted, so clearly express this 
great truth, and so pointedly oppose its con- 
trary, that in words at least it is admitted 
by all that profess any regard for Divine 
revelation. Butit isto be lamented that 
.While it is admitted in words, it is opposed 
in fact, by the additions which a false the- 
vlogy has made, since the scripture was 
completed. 
The Unity of God opposed to a Trinity. 
We are told by the supporters of the gen- 
erstly received systems; “ That although 


it 2e admitted that there is but one God, yet 
this one God subsists in three persons, each 
of them being God, the same in substance, 
equal in power and glory.” Task, where 
is this doctrine revealed in scripture? Ev. 


ed to the ‘Trinity. 





ery candid person must admit, that whoev- 
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er advances an opinion as an article of be. 
lief, must point to that. part of scripture 
which expressly teaches such a doctrine.— 
Now f assert without any fear of contradic. 
tion, that no pert either of the old testa. 
ment or new coutains any such expressions 
as, “ "i here aie three persons inthe God- 
head,”’ &c. 
If, according to our first proposition, the 
christian religion be wholly the subject of 
divine revelation, then this sentiment can 
be no part of the christian religion ; since 
it is not contained in divine revelation, 
Shall we be told that although the ex 
pressions themselves e:e not to be found, yet 
there are passages from which it may be 
inferred. 1 wouid ask, does any man think 
that if God had rgeant to teach this doce 
trine, that he would not clearly have ex- 
pressed it, as well as he has done his Uni- 
ty, but left it to be infered by partial men, 
who draw their inferences, according to 
their preconceived opinions ? When men 
are under the necessity of using unscriptur- 


what was the first commandment. 29, “ Je- | al terms to express their ideas, is there no 


reason to think that the ideas themselves are 
as foreign to scripture, as the terms employ- 
ed are ¢ and is nut every such subject,con- 
demned by our second proposition ? 
Examine the docivine of the ‘Trinity by. 
this rule. The term Trinity is not to be 
found in the scriptures, nor any term like it, 
The divine Unity, which as we have seen is 
clearly taught in scripture is directly oppos- 
Ifthe Unity is taught 


‘and the Trinity not taught, if it also con- 


tradicts the Unity, ought we not to reject 
it as condemned by all our three proposi- 
tions ? 

Is it said thatthe Trinity is not opposed 
to the Unityof God, as it respects his es- 
sence, but his personality. Lask, what are 
we to understand by an Unity of essence, 
and division of personality ? 

I would urge further, that as no division 
of God inany way is taught in scripture, 
upon which to found any such distinction, 
so we have terms employed in, speaking of 
him, which excludes such a division of the 
divine Being. We are not only taught that 
there is but one God, but in Gal. 3, 20, the 
apostle expressly asserts, ‘* God is one.”’— 
Can words more explicitly contradict the 
notion, that “ God subsists in three persons 
than this declaration of divine truth 7” Ad- 
mitting that it were possible toreconcile the 
Divine Unity as taught in scripture, with 
the Trinity, could this be expressed other- 
wise than by saying that God is three ?— 
but the scripture, in direct opposition to it, 
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says,  Godis one.” In the prophesies a 
time is spoken of, when truth should uni- 
versally prevail, and when net only heath- 
en idolatry, but antichristian corruptions 
should be rooted out, by the diffusion of di- 
vine truth ; the prophet thus speaks of it; 
“ In that day there shall be one Lord, and 
his name one.” Can this be reconciled 
with the doctrine of the Trinity ? The har- 
mony of divine truth is such, that no pas- 
sage can be found, the expressions in which 
- give any countenance to the Trinity; all 
harmonize with the truth so frequently stat- 
ed, that there is one God, and one mediator 
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in him who did 





ee ee oe - 


the works. 
Does he not express himself in language 
' which cannot be misunderstood, “ My Fath- 
er is greater than I?” John 14, 28. Were 
not all his actions regulated by this princi- 
ple of truth ? He prayed to his Father only, 
declared that bis own will was in complete 
subordination to the will of his Father :— 
Did he not refer to his miraculous works as 
the most convincing proof that the Father 
dwelt in him and did these works? John 
(10, 37, 38. If Idonot the works of my 
| Father, believe me not, but if I do, though 


between God and men, the man Christ Je-) ye believe not me, believe the works, that 


Sus. 


The Divine Unity in harmony wsth the} is in me and Tin him.” 


scripture view of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are some who are afraid to exam- 
ine this subject, least it should lead them to 
entertain ideas of Christ below what. they 
have been accustomed to consider as due to 
him. 

The best ruleby which we ought to meas- 
ure love to Christ 1s given by, himself,Jofin 
14,23, “Ifaman love me, ke will keep 
my word, and my Father w Il love him,and 
we will come uato him, and make our abode 
with him.” Let us then examine all his 
discourses, as recorded in the four Evangel- 
ists, and keep the truths which they con- 
tain as our faith. _ If we carefully consider 
all that he says of his father ;—himself ;— 
the way of salvation ;—and of the ‘situation 
and character of men; and keep’ his say- 
ings in our heart as our faith, we shall ‘be 
delivered from every error, and be his dis- 
ciples in deed and‘in truth, Does not he 
declare that his Father is the only true Ged, 
as distinguished from himself, whom he 
had sent > Jolin 17, 3, that his Father is 
exclusively Good; Matt. 19,17, © Why 
callest thou me good, there is none good | 
but one, that is God.” Does not he de- 
clare that his Father presides over all crea- 
tures, and all events? “ Nota sparrow can 
fail to the ground without your Father’s 
nofice. The very hairs of your head are all 
numbered 7” Does not he declare that his 
Father is the Almighty? “ Abba Father 
all things are possible to thee,” &c. Mark 
14,36, That the Father alone possesses 
omniscience ? Mark 13,32, “ But of that 
day and that hour knoweth’ no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the son but the Father.” Nor is thisall, he 
is equally explicit in declaring, that all the 
great power which he then possessed, he 


ye may know \and believe, that the Father 
| Was not this the 
truth which he labored to establish in his 
| discourses with the Jews, see John 8, and 
‘although they then rejected him as the an- 


‘ointed of the Father, yet he predicts, that 


after his crucifixion, many of them would 
then believe ;.28, “ When ye have lifted 
up the son of man, then shall. ye know 
-that f am he. and that. I do nothing of my- 
self, but as my Father taught me. I speak 
these things.” In his solemn prayer to his 
Father, recorded John 17th when recom- 
mending his disciples to him, he thus speaks 
in terms of the highest approbation respee- 
ting their faith, and explicitly declares 
wherein it consists ; 7, “% Now they have 
known, that all things whatsoever thou hast 
given me, are of thee; 8, For I have giv- 
en them the words which thou gavest me, 
and they have ‘received them, and have - 
known surely that [came cut from thee,and 
they have believed that thou didst send me.” 

On two occasions the Jews took up stones 
to stone Jesus, urging as their reason, that 
he made himself equal to God; how lam- 
entable is it that men are more ready to 
hear the accusation, and believe the perver- 
ted ideas of the prejudiced Jews, than to 
hear.and believe Jesus’ solemn answer to 
their false accusations! Consult the ‘Sti, 
and 10th chapters of John’s gospel,, and 
there you will perceive, that while he con- 
fesses, that he was the son of God, and 
maintained his claim to honor, as the sent 
of the Father,—that he had power to give 
eternal jife; and that the time was coming 
when all who are in their graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come fourth; yet in the 
most solemn and explicit manner prefaced 
it by saying; “ The son can do nothing of 
himself.” - That the Father had committed 
all judgment unto him, &c. and concludes 





had received from his Father, andthe mi- 
taculous works which he then performed it 





with, “TI can of my ownself do nothing: as 
I hear I judge, and my judgment is just, be- 
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cause I seek not my own will, but the will 
of the Father who hath sent me.” 

In the closing scene of life, our Lord gave 
the most unequivocal testimony to the 
truth which he had always taught. He put 
his confidence in his Father as the only true 
God. In the epistle to the Hebrews, 5,7, 
the writer tells us, that “he offered up 
prayers, and supplications, with strong cry- | 
ing and tears, unto him that was able to save | 
him from death, and was heard, in that he 
feared,” and the language of Jesus upon the 
cross, as recorded by the evangelists is to | 
the same effect; “ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me.” Can these recor- 
ded truths uttered by our Lord and on such 
an occasion be reconciled by the systems of 
men? According to these systems the per- 
son praying possessed a nature equal to his 
Father, how then could he express such en- 
tire dependence on him for help, and com- 
plain so earnestly of his forsaking him? If 
he and the Father make but one God how 
could the Father forsake him, without 
making a schism in the Divine nature incon- 
sistent with all that is said of the Unity. — 
And if his Divine nature cannot be separat- 
ed from that of the Father, no more could 
his own divine nature forsake his human, 
because according to the doctrines of men, 
although he has two distinct natures, yet he 
remaineth one person for ever. 

If thesetsystems be true, to what does the 
affecting scene in which this language is _u- 
sed amount? Was it alla mere farce ?— 
Iicw preposterous. such a thought! How 
absurd and impious such a conclusion ! 
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AUTUMN. 
AT™ where are the beauties of spring, 
Which recently bloomed so fair ! 


Have they taken a flight on the wing, 
Or vanish’d as smoke in the air ? 


Ts the bloom of the summer rose o’er ! 
Have the charms of the season thus fled ? 
Yes, Flora no longer has power, 
To rear but a plant from its bed. 


These emblems of life, as they pass, 
Remind us our summer must close ; 
We fade as the flower of the grass, 
And waste with the charms of the rose. 


While a dirge upon nature we sing, 
Reflect upon life, how brief; 

We bloom for a moment in Spring, 
In Autumn we fade as the leaf. 


The graces of youth like the rose, 





Are fading—how transient their bloom ; 
Here life is approaching its close, | 





And beauty consigns to the tomb ! 


Oft pensive and musing I’ve roam’d, 
And ranging along to reflect ; 

O’er the fading of nature have mourn’d; 
With a sigh and a tear of regret. 


But why thus indulging in sighs 
Possess’d of Immanuel’s love, 

Our spirits immortal shall rise, 
To bloom inthe regions above. 


The verdire of spring will not fade; 
But flourish eternally there ; 

Nor sickness nor sorrow invade, 
To wither the bloom of the fair. 


Thus bound in the “ bundle of life,’ ’ 
Tho’ nature to dust shall return 3 
Our Spirits united to Christ, 
As Angels in glory become. 





WOMAN’S LOVE. 

Oh! woman’s love’s a holy light; 

And when ’tis kindled ne’er can die— 
It lives—though treachery and flight 

To quench the constant flame may try. 
Like ivy, where it grows, ’tis seen 
To wear an everlasting green ; 
Like ivy, too, ’tis found to cling, 
Too often round a worthless thing. 


Oh! Woman’s love—at times it may 
Seem cold or clodded, but it burns 
With true, undeviating ray, 
Nor ever from its idol turns. 
Its sunshine is asmile! a frown 
The heavy cloud that weighs it down ; 
A tear its weapon is—beware 
Of woman’s tears, there’s danger there ! 
Its sweetest place on which to rest 
A constant and confiding breast. 
Its joy, to meet—its death, to part— 
Its sepulchre, a broken heart ! 





MARRIED, 

In this village, on Tuesday last, by the 
Rev. Mr. Everett, Mr. R. W. Haskins, 
bookseller, to Miss Exiza S. Caryi.— 
Also, at the same time, Mr. Royau Cot- 
TON, merchant, to Miss Caruarie Car- 
vL, both daughters of Capt. B. Caryl, all of 
this village. 
DIED, 

In Barre, Gen. county, Joun Lee, Esq. 
aged 54 years, late a Judge of Common 
Pleas for that county. Judge L. was a firm 
believer in the doctrine of Universalism. 
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